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Winter  wraps  for  the  youngsters  in  the  family?    Yes,  indeed.    A  lot  of 
mothers  are  considering  that  problem  at  this  time  of  year.    Some  mothers 
buy  their  children's  clothes  ready-made.    And  some  mothers  make  them 
themselves.    Many  women  save  a  considerable  sum  on  clothing  expenses  by 
malcing  over  winter  clothes  discarded  by  the  grown-ups  in  the  family  into 
warm,  comfortable  pla3rsuits  for  the  youngest  or  trim  comfortable  coats 
for  the  school  children. 

And  speaking  of  successful  make- overs  remind  me  of  a  playsuit  I  saw 
last  year  made  by  a  Massachusetts  mother  for  her  two-year-old  son.    She  cut 
the  suit  out  of  some  soft,  closely  woven,  fuzzy  cloth  from  an  old  coat  of 
her  own.    Eor  fastenings  she  used  some  zippers  from  a  worn-out  pair  of 
galoshes.    And  she  had  to  buy  only  thirty-five  cents'  worth  of  thread  and 
binding.    For  just  thirty-five  cents  she  had  a  comfortable,  light  but  warm 
outfit  for  her  little  boy  which  included  suit  and  cap.    And  this  play  suit 
not  only  looked  attractive    but  gave  its  small  wearer  plenty  of  freedom 
and  plenty  of  warmth,  protecting  him  from  snow  and  wind. 

Clothing  specialists  at  the  Bureau  of  Home  Economics  have  been  studying 
the  problem  of  inexpensive  and  comfortable  clothes  for  children.    They  have 
designed  several  one-piece  play  suits  to  suit  the  needs  of  the  smallest 
youngsters  in  the  family.    Maybe  you'd  like  to  hear  about  some  of  the  fea- 
tures of  these  serviceable  little  suits  that  mothers  can  make  at  home 
inexpensively  or  buy. 

In  the  first  place,  the  specialists  advise  one-piece  suits  as  most 
practical  for  winter  play.    When  you  and  I  were  young,  we  struggled  to  get 
into  jackets  and  long  buttoned  gaiters  or  uncomfortable  lumpy  leggings. 
We  had  to  be  put  in  and  pulled  out  of  our  outdoor  togs.    But  nowadays  even 
the  small  children  can  put  on  their  own  wraps, because  clothes  are  designed 
with  the  self-help  idea.    One-piece  suits  with  slide  fastenings  down  the 
front  arc  easy  to  get  into.    Slide  fastenings  up  the  side  of  the  legs  are 
easy  for  the  youngster  to  manage  himself  and  are  far  better    than  buttons 
and  buttonholes  or  elastic  bands  for  keeping  out  snow  and  cold.    Some  suits 
have  knitted  bands  around  the  ankles  and  wrist  and  neck.    These  bands  fit 
snugly,  are  warm  and  nonrest rioting  and  keep  out  cold  air  and  snow. 

Modern  playsuits  are  warm  but  light  in  weight — very  important  for 
children's  happiness  and  comfort.    Heavy  coats  often  weigh  the  child  down  so 
that  he  finds  playing  difficult.    The  warmth  of  a  fabric  depends  on  weave  and 
finish  as  much  as  on  weight.    A  soft,  closely  woven,  fuzzy  cloth  is  warmer 
than  a  harsh,   snath,  heavy,  leathery  fabric.    Knitted  materials  and  sweater 
suits  are  elastic  and  fit  snugly  but  are  less  warn  than  the  woven  ones  because 
the  stiches  are  far  apart  and  the  wind  can  blow  through.    When  children  play 
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out  of  doors  they  nrust  keep  dry.    Sone  cloth  is  woven  so  tightly  that  it 
sheds  moisture.    Other  cloth  is  treated  so  that  it  will  turn  off  moisture  and 
slushy  snow. 

How  about  head-wear  for  cold  weather.    For  zero  weather  a  hood  cut 
Eskimo  style  keeps  the  child's  head  warn.    Knitted  or  cloth  helmets,  aviator 
style,  are  another  good  choice  for  general  winter  wear.    The  old  style  knitted 
tobaggan  cap  is  another  comfortable  style  for  the  younger  children.  Such 
caps  are  warm,  fit  snugly  and  stay  on  no  matter  how  the  wind  blows. 

Now  what  about  outdoor  wraps  for  the  older  child?    Outdoor  wear,  say, 
for  the  little  girl  who  goes  to  school  and  is  too  old  for  the  one-piece 
playsuit  style.    Weil,  her  coats  need  to  be  simple  and  allow  for  freedom  and 
growth.    The  youthful  sports  type  with  wide  raglan  sleeves,  width  through 
the  body,  warm  rolling  collar  and  serviceable  pockets  can  be  purchased 
reasonably  or  made  at  home.    This  simple  style  is  not  difficult  for  a  mother 
to  make  if  she  sews  well,  but  she  will  find  that  a  good  reliable  pattern  with 
clear  directions  pays  when  she  makes  such  a  garment.    Coats  especially  must 
avoid  that  home-made  look,  becau.se  children  are  very  sensitive  about  looking 
"queer"  or  different  from  their  school-mates. 

For  the  older  child,  berets  in  matching  or  contrasting  colors  have  no 
rivals  as  headwear.    They  are  youthful,  comfortable  and  require  no  special 
care  as  a  hat  usually  does.    You  can  either  purchase  or  maize  these  little 
caps  at  very  little  expense.    3ut  if  you  make  them  at  home,  be  sure  to  give 
them  a  professional  finish.    Be  careful  about  seams  and  edges  and  press 
them  carefully  with  steam. 

Whether  your  child  is  big  or  little,  boy  or  girl,  ready  for  school  or 
play,  pockets  are  important.    The  small  child  needs  pockets  in  every  garment — 
dress,  suit  or  outdoor  wrap,    pockets  give  children  of  this  age  a  place  to 
stow  away  valuables  like  string,  pebbles  and  small  toys,  and  is  a  convenient 
place  to  tuck  handkerchiefs.    Pockets  placed  near  the  waistline  and  slanted 
across  the  top  are  easiest  for  the  small  child  to  reach. 

Tomorrow:    "Punkins  and  Squashes." 


